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Overall, there 

are 

approximately 

3 million 

people who 

inject drugs live 

in the region

66% of them in 

Russia, 77% in 

Russia and 

Ukraine

State of harm 

reduction 

report 2020 

На русском

In English

https://harmreductioneurasia.org/ru/gushr_2020_rus/
https://harmreductioneurasia.org/ru/gushr_2020_rus/
https://harmreductioneurasia.org/global-state-of-harm-reduction-2020/


In 18 out of 29 

countries Hepatitis 

C spreads more 

than 50%



Key challenges and barriers

Barriers in access to health and social care

✓ Criminalization of people using drugs 

✓ Drug registry

✓ Decrease in funding for harm reduction

✓ Low coverage of harm reduction services and poor quality of programs

✓ Increased use of new psychoactive substances

✓ Lack of political support to compreencive support for people using drugs

✓ Pressure on civil society

Barriers to access to HCV care:

• Low access to diagnosis and treatment

• No specific targetted programs

• Low awareness

• The hight cost of therapy



26 of 29 countries in 

the region, except 

Russia, Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan

Barriers:

• Difficulty in 

accessing .

• No take-home OAT

• Difficult to comply 

with the program 

inclusion and 

exclusion criteria

• Simultaneous use of 

several substances

• Drug user registry

• Lack of psychosocial 

support



27 of 29 

countries in the 

region, except 

Turkmenistan 

and Bulgaria

Barriers:

Difficulty in 

accessing .

Poor quality of 

services

Mismatching 

customer needs

Lack of 

psychosocial 

support



322 individual and organisational members from 29 countries of CEECA

https://harmreductioneurasia.org/


